Memorial Plaque to Victoria Cross recipients Guillemont.
J V Holland VC, T Hughes VC and D Jones VC.

On the 3rd September 2009 the Somme Association in conjunction with the Somme Remembrance Association (a French organisation) will dedicate a memorial plaque to the three recipients of the Victoria Cross, awarded for their actions at the Battle of Guillemont in 1916.  The plaque will be situated inside Guillemont Chapel and a duplicate on the outside wall.
This is the first memorial to commemorate the actions of theses three men on this Battlefield.  The establishment of this memorial will bring to the attention of future visitors to the village the part played by Irish men in the Great War.  It will hopefully assist future generations to continue to remember the role played by the 16th (Irish) Division.

In September 1916 the village of Guillemont, about six miles to the east of the town of Albert, was attacked and captured in the ongoing Somme offensive that had begun the previous July.  Guillemont had held out for some time during the previous months, with attacks on the 30th July and 8th August before the village was finally taken on the 3rd September.

While the village itself was captured by the 20th (Light) Division, they were supported by the 16th (Irish) Division, who would go on to capture the village of Ginchy six days later.

The battle in and around the village was fierce in the extreme and often devolved into hand to hand fighting.  The 16th (Irish) Division would gain two Victoria Crosses on this day, the first going to a member of the 6th Battalion Connaught Rangers, part of 47th Brigade.  Private Thomas Hughes, a native of Coravoo, close to Castleblaney, County Monaghan, was a thirty-one year old rifleman who was wounded during the initial attack.  Suffering four separate wounds, he was treated by a medical orderly before returning to the action.  That afternoon he single-handedly captured a German machine gun after shooting two of the crew and capturing four others.  Both prisoners and gun were brought back to his own lines before Hughes collapsed from loss of blood.  Thomas Hughes may not be remembered by many, but his deeds on 3rd September 1916 will live forever in the annals of military history.
On the left flank of the Rangers the 3rd Battalion Leinster Regiment was also in action.  Here Lieutenant John Vincent Holland, from Athy, County Kildare, was acting as a bombing officer.  Leading a party of twenty-six men, all trained bombers, into enemy dug outs and other strong points.  So quickly did they advance that they were caught in their own bombardment and suffered losses accordingly.  By the end of the day Holland’s party had been reduced to five men, but had destroyed many enemy strong points and captured some fifty prisoners.
As a result of their actions both Hughes and Holland were awarded the Victoria Cross.  Thomas Hughes received his VC from King George in Hyde Park on 2nd June 1917.  At this time Hughes, promoted to Lance Corporal, was still suffering from his wounds and could only walk with the aid of crutches.  Private Hughes never fully recovered from his wounds and died in Carrickmacross, County Monaghan in 1942.  Lieutenant Holland was also decorated by the King and received his Victoria Cross at Buckingham Palace on 5th February 1917.  Holland remained in the Army until 1920 when he transferred to the Indian Army until he retired in 1922.  His son, Major Niall Vincent Holland, served in the Mahratta Light Infantry in World War Two and was killed in action in Burma in July 1944.  Lieutenant Holland VC, died in Hobart, Tasmania on 27th February 1975 and was buried in Cornelian Bay Cemetery.
A further Victoria Cross was earned at Guillemont on the 3rd September 1916, although not Irish the Somme Association along with the Somme Remembrance Association felt it would be remiss if he was not honoured.  Sergeant David Jones serving in the 12th Battalion The King’s Liverpool Regiment, was born in Liverpool on 10th January 1891.  The Battalion advanced into the village under intense machine gun fire the Sergeant’s platoon commander was killed along with a large number of men.  Sergeant Jones led the remainder forward and occupied their intended position.  Here he stayed for the following two days and two nights, without food or water.  On the second day the position was attacked on three separate occasions and it was the superb leadership of the Sergeant that enabled the position not only to be held, but also to cost the enemy heavy losses.  Sergeant Jones was killed in action on 7th October 1916 and was buried in Bancourt British Cemetery.  
It is hoped that family members of those men involved will attend the unveiling service.
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